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which works by laws of its own; and both its processes and its
findings may remain unknown to the other side of the artist's
personality, his normal self.

A parallel illustration suggests itself. There is Milton the
puritan determining to write a poem to the glory of God.
But Milton the poet has to write it; and Paradise Lost emerges
almost as a pasan to Satan. Milton the man certainly never
meant this to happen; and further still, it is certain that if
Milton had for a moment realised that Satan would triumph
in men's minds because of his Paradise Lost, he would un-
hesitatingly have torn the manuscript to shreds.

Amphora coepit
Institui; currente rota cur urceus exit?

The problem is not merely the old and arid dispute, "Natura
fieret laudabile carmen an arte?" It is not a matter of whether
technical accomplishment may be attained through discipline
and instruction. There are, it would seem, behind the distinc-
tion between poet and normal man, fundamental differences in
modes of apprehending reality, differences in faculties for
grasping at truth. That deeper distinction is what the late
C. H. Herford argued before the British Academy, when an
analysis of Lucretius and Dante amongst others, led him to
propound the view that there is in fact *a poetic view of the
world/ which it is the poet's prerogative to contribute to the
sum total of human knowledge. It may be that there is a subtle
connection between the vision which the poet owes to his
creative imagination, and the faculty by which as a creator he
has a sense of the forms within which he creates. It is possible,
for instance, and up to a point demonstrable, that the formal
conditions of drama to which a dramatic genius adapts itself
are themselves influential in determining the nature of the
thing dramatised, quite independently of the deliberate will
of the dramatist. Even so conscious an artist as Mr. Shaw
admits somewhere that whilst he always knows what sort of a
play he means to write and what intellectual proposition it is